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The Dance of the
Ancient Spider
Reviewed by Lisa Jo Sagolla

E  Presented by { Giullari di Piazzo, a1
' the Cathedral of S1. John the Divine,
- 51 and Amsterdam Ave., NYC,
June 26-27. .
é¢ he Dance of the Anciemt
Spider™ is best appreciat-
ed as a rare and exotic the-
atrical adventure. 11's a concert of
delectable Southern ltalian folk
music, accompanied by ritualistic
dancing and stories that reveal the
origins of the tarantella as an ancient
healing dence to cure women who've
been bitten by 1araniulas.

Written, directed, and chorso-

graphed by mleodingsmgeuﬁnax

tambourinist, Alessandra Belloni {a
celebrated expert on alian folk ans),
the performance conjured a sensually
entcancing atmosphere and, in its
anique setting, secalls the sort of
eatertainmet events onc might have

" attended centuries ago. For the first

act we are seated outdoors on the
Puipit Green at the magnificent $t.

* John the Divine, where torches light
- our pathways. A symbolic spider is

strung between trees, anc masked
dancers, storytellers, and musicians
perform traditional songs and authen-
tically costumed movement rituals.
The entire audience then forms a pro-
cessional thag, led by a terch-casrying
singer and urged by a propulsive
drumbeat, winds its way into the
cathedral. We are seated near the
altar and made ta boid lighted can-
dies that illuminate the show's sec-

aadac!—-nuiuofﬁmedm
ia dances. :
Mhmkabucm
graphically (there’s lots of free-fon
on the ground), ihe overall grodm
tion is so mmsicatly invigorating an
frighteniagly passioaate ia its depit
tion of pagan myths, trances, an
exorcisms that it becomes 2 stanfing
lynwpafwmeupuime.
Most notsble is the spelibindia;
music. Camposed and ammanged br
John La Barbera, it combines tradi
tional Meditermanean sownds witl
contemporary world music and &



